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THE MOHAWK GROUP EARNS INDUSTRY 
LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL EFFORTS
Carpet Manufacturer Recognized for Environmental, Customer and 

Community-Based Initiatives
MARIETTA, GA., Nov. 14, 2011 – The Mohawk Group (Mohawk) and its four brands – Lees, Karastan Contract, Bigelow and Durkan – were honored for contributions to its customers and community with an Architectural Products’ Product Innovation Awards (PIA) Industry Leadership Award. Evaluated by a distinguished panel of 44 experts, the Company also received an honorable mention for its What Moves You? Collection by Lees, a revolutionary modular and broadloom carpet manufactured with bio-based SmartStrand® Contract with DuPont™ Sorona®.
The inaugural PIA competition, championed by Architectural Products magazine, recognizes product ingenuity and industry leaders, such as Mohawk, that take commercial and institutional design to new heights. Top professionals in the field – from architects to specification experts 
– award only those products and organizations offering performance and services that go beyond the standard.
“At Mohawk, we believe giving back to our customers, community and environment is more than corporate responsibility – it’s simply the right thing to do,” said David Duncan, vice president of marketing for Mohawk. “To be recognized by a panel of our peers as a leader within this industry confirms we are investing in the right things for the right reasons. We will continue to support initiatives and cause marketing programs that work for our customers, communities and company.”

Environmental  Steward
Mohawk has accepted – and exceeded – the challenge to reduce, reuse and recycle. In fact, Mohawk Industries currently operates the world’s largest integrated plastic bottle recycling facility located in Summerville, Georgia, recycling more than 3 billion PET bottles each year to make carpet fiber.
Beyond developing advanced fiber systems, Mohawk also gives back to the Earth through its ReCover program, whereby the Company reclaims and recycles any manufacturers’ flooring to give new life to it in the form of other useful products. Mohawk also takes significant steps to reduce waste by offering customers digital carpet sample simulations and online customization tools in order to lower raw material use and transportation cost. 
-more-

Leading Through Design
By implementing an evidence-based design philosophy, Mohawk flooring meets the demands of a variety of commercial markets, including healthcare, hospitality, corporate and education. To ensure the product is an optimal fit for a space’s specific function, the Company incorporates statistical studies compared over time to analyze the benefits and disadvantages of floor properties in specific applications. Currently the Company is developing a tool that will allow experts to discover the best flooring to optimize acoustics in a healthcare environment or the safest flooring for an education setting.
Further pushing the eco-friendly envelop through design, Mohawk officially launched a first in sustainable fiber technology for the commercial marketplace at NeoCon 2011: SmartStrand Contract with DuPont Sorona, a bio-based fiber system that contains 37 percent renewably sourced ingredients. The advanced fiber innovation received a Best of NeoCon Gold Award for its groundbreaking manufacture, which features enhanced durability, underfoot comfort, piece-dyed color flexibility, and permanent, built-in stain and fade protection.
Customer-Focused Champion

Mohawk also values its customers’ feedback, safety and lifestyles. To benefit its end users and enhance their communities, Mohawk gives back in a variety of ways. Most recently the Company celebrated its 10 years of partnership with Susan G. Komen for the Cure® through its Specify for a Cure® program. To date, Mohawk has contributed nearly $4 million to breast cancer awareness and prevention. Mohawk also launched a Facebook Honor Wall for survivors and supporters to share their stories.
With a future-forward focus and genuine customer concern, it is clear why Mohawk has sustained its role as a leading manufacturer for 150 years.

About The Mohawk Group
Mohawk and its four brands – Karastan Contract, Lees, Bigelow and Durkan – are helping to define the new generation of commercial carpeting. A leading manufacturer of award-winning broadloom, modular and custom carpeting for every installation, Mohawk is propelled by its legacy of world class performance, cutting-edge style and sustainable innovation. For additional information about its proven and new generation design solutions, and to learn more about what’s next from Mohawk, visit www.themohawkgroup.com or call (800) 554-6637. Connect with Mohawk on Facebook and Twitter.

About Architectural Product’s Product Innovation Awards

The Architectural Products Product Innovation Awards (PIA) recognizes products, materials and systems innovation that leads commercial and institutional design to new heights. With judging and evaluation of products and systems from a distinguished panel of 44 architects and specification specialists skilled in product evaluation, the PIA program awards manufacturers based on attributes, qualities, functionality and/or performance beyond industry standards. 
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